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“Investing in training is not 
just the right thing to do, 
it’s the smart thing to do!”

President of the European Commission, 
Ursula von der Leyen, 
9 May 2023 



Digital Economy and Society 
Index Report 2022
Human Capital

What are the main factors that 
are contributing to the skills gap?

rapid pace of technological 
change

ageing population

fragmented policies/programs





4 GOALS 



EU funding and assistance to 
invest into skills

• The European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) with a budget of more than
€99 billion for 2021-2027 is the EU's main instrument for investing
in people.

• The Recovery and Resilience Facility can support Member States'
reforms and investments, including in the area of skills and jobs.

• Horizon Europe underpins skills for researchers, entrepreneurs and
innovators notably through its Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions, the
European Innovation Council and the European Institute for
Technology.

• Erasmus+ with a budget of €26.2 billion also supports the personal
and professional development of learners, staff and institutions in
vocational education and training and also funds European
Universities.

• The Digital Europe Programme provides funding for the
development of advanced digital skills and supports the
development of a talent pool of digital experts.







THANKS FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

Vittorio Calaprice 
Vittorio.Calaprice@ec.europa.eu

European Commission Representation in Italy 

Disclaimer: the contents of this presentation do not necessarily reflect the opinion or the official position of the European Commission
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